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India in Kerman

MESSAGE OF H. MORADI KERMANI TO THE 26TH 1BBY
CONGRESS ON CHILDREN'S LITERATURE, DELH] 1998

My good friends, kind children of India Greétings!

| spent my childhood in India. No, not literally. I was born
in a village on the border of the Kavir (desert) necar Kerman in
Iran. [ lived there till | was twelve. It was my grandmother who
madc me live in India.

We had an old farm house with a garden. Next to the
running stream that passed through iy, there was a very, very big
cglantine trec. It was under that tree that the Darvish - e - Hindi,
the [ndian Dervish, had lived. Hc was young and (all, with long
braided hair. A blue mantle covered his thin body. He had a long
face, dignified eyes, and a soft black beard, He ate two grains of
rosted wheat a day, and drank water in half of an almond pecl.
The Darvish lived under that tree. In the spring when the
eplantine was in full bloom, he picked the flowers, made a
necklace, wore it around his neck and started to sing a loud
song,

Early in the morning, when grandmother woke up for her
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prayers, she would call out to me and say: "Hooshang listcn, can
you hear the song of the Darvish?" 1 used to listen, but 1 could
only hear the sound of the breeze dancing through the leaves.
There was also the iwitter of the sparrows. Gradually as 1
listened hard, 1 heard the song of the Darvish in the ealy twilight
of dawn and in the long, dark and frightening winter nights,
Evcn now | hear it as my grandmother sang sofily, a sad peasant
couplet.

years ago, when ncither me nor my father were born,
grandmothcr had met the young Indian Darvish. He had come
uninvited into our house.

It was spring, the cglantine was in full bloom, flowers had
fallen into the running stream and had gone beyond our walls,
The Darvish had picked a flower and had searched the narrow
streets following the fragrance. He did not speak, but just
pointed and madc it clear that he wanted to sit under our
eglantine. Grandmother said: "Jt was as if he had been searching
for the tallest tree in the world and had finally found it in our
house.”

When she bad brought him food with meat, he did not wake
any. After two days, with a ncclack around his neck, he had put
his head on a bulging root and dicd. The only words he had
uttered were: Mohabbat and Donya (love and the world).

Grandmother had told me the story. The Darvish had given
her a jar of balm called Dokhtare Hindi (the Indian girl).

Whenever her feet ached, she would sit undcr the cglantine,
which was like an umbrella, and rub in the oil. she was both
relieved of her pain and heard the song of the darvish.

In spring and in summer she would wash and sweep the
place, spread out a rug and start iclling the story. At times she
would grumble and complain that the Darvish had guesis who
had left bits of food and fruits all over the place. You sec, 1
played "host® to my playmates under the eglantine. Also we
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played and sung a2 meaningless rhyme which | had learned when I
waus (wo. About a cow that had no breasts nor milk, yet it’s milk
was taken to India!

Onc day | asked my grandmother:* Where is India? What
kind of a place is it?" She brought out her huge bag of herbal
rcmedies. In it therc werc many smaller bags. Each for a
different ailment: back ache, stomach pain, cye - drops and sorc
feet, all form India, She kept the scented oils and woods in a
silver box and said that they were given to her by the Darvish.
Then oncc again shc would start telling thc story. She often
changed the endings as she liked. Once he died in & servere
winter under the snow, another time wearing a flower necklace
in the spring, sometimes he didn't dic at all but simply
disappeared in the darkness of the night. And once she said that
he ate nothing for a loag time becoming thinner and smaller but
always singing, until he was transformed into a green bird and
flew off to India.

Grandmother sat under the cglantinc, combed her hair, told
staries and sang her songs. She never threw away her falling hair,
instead she placed them into the crevices of the mud walls of our
old house. So that after same years the crevices were filled with
black and white hair, dancing to the wind. Grandmother quoted
the Darvish as saying:"love your hair, dont throw them away,
kecp them in a safe place, so that you can account for them in
the next world.”

So [ grew up with the songs and the storics of the Darvish,
the eplantine by the running stream, thc cervices in the mud
walls of our old housc hosting white hairs moving to the wind,
the herbs, oils and scented woods from India. Then as a young
man, filled with excitement and imagination, I becamce fascinated
with the stonies of the Indian films: love, flowers, snakes, dance
and music.

The cinema in Kerman was located in an old and crowded
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part of the city. The films werc in black and white, 1he characters
spokc and sang in a language that 1 could not understand. my
grandmother 100 was in the films - old Indian women looked so
much like her: thin, with flowing silvery hair, always on edge,
talking and working.

the girls and the boys were becautiful. They sang to each
other, from the songs and the dialogues ! could only understand
Donya, Mohabbat, Zendegl and Dousti, common words between
Hindi and Persian. The scenes showing the crowded lanes and
strects, shops and small houscs and thc urchins in search of
bread and work on the streeils were in black and white. But with
the dancing and signing of the Indian lovers, things suddcnly
changed: colour, bright colours, gardens, tall green trees full of
flowers and fruits. The palaces were luxurious, white and light
green with big halls and flowers everywhere. Fruits were hanging,
large and colourful form the ceilings and the walls. Lovers wore
red, yellow, white and blue. They sang and they danced, meeting,
holding hands, parting and meeting again. As a young
daydrcamer | was overwhelmed by this fake paradisc. Of their
songs 1 could only understand Donyu, Zendegl, Mohabbat and
Dousti.

After the film | would enter the world of the strect
children, sec the street performers, thc snake charmers and the
black and white pictures of lifc. But the colourful scenes of
Indian dancing and music would tear me form the hard and
colourless world and Icad me into the bazar,

The bazar, full of different herbs and fragrances, reminded
me of grandmother’s small bags, the Darvish, the eglantine, and
the old house with its walls holding my grandmother’s hair.
Passing through the coppersmith and the felt markers' bazars, |
would get to the Indian carvansarai, This was the gathering place
of Indian merchants and travellers coming form the sea through
Bandar Abbas 1o kerman. It was India itself. The building had
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Iwo stories. On the first, the rooms were filled with boxes and
packages with the cxotic scents of tea, spices and new textiles.
Familics lived on the second floor and spoke in loud Hindi. The
men had sun - burnt faces and wore colourful mantles and
turbans. 1 would listen keenly, scarching for familiar words. The
words | had heard in the film songs: donya, mohabbat, doust, and
sendegi, words that | still scarch for and that fill my own stories.

Today as | stand among you at the 26th Congress of IRBBY
in Dehli, | am reminded once again of those common words
hetween Persian and Hindi.

You probably expected me 10 speak as an lranian writer.
But I shared with you my memorics of India. Indeed 1 passed my
chilhood and youth in India, without having set fool on its s0il
until today.

You know what 1 wish for? That we the children of Iran,
the children of India, the children of Asia, no, all the children
from all over the world, we could hold hands and starts whirling,
whirling and whirling in a beautiful and colourful world, singing
together: Donya, zendegi, Dousti and Mohabbat.

Thank you for your attention,
My good firends,
The Children of India
HOUSUANG MORAD! KERMANI
DEULI SEPT. 1998
TRANSLATED BY N. ANSARI
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